
M i c r o b i a l  C on tam in a t io n  i n  Pork Halves* A New Method f o r  

t h e  E l i m i n a t i o n  o f  c o n ta m in a t i o n  by S a lm one l lae

Gy. Méhes and E. Nagy

Q u a l i t a t i v e  and q u a n t i t a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were made 

i n t o  t h e  m i c r o b i a l  f l o r a  o f  hog c a r c a s s e s .  Samples were t a k e n  

o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  d r e s s e d  p i g  c a r c a s s e s  e i t h e r  by c o t t o n  swab 

method o r  by p r e s s i n g  th e  a g a r  s u r f a c e  o f  a c o n t a c t  p l a t e  a g a i n s t  

t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  c a r c a s s .

The a v e r ag e  a e r o b i c  c e l l  c o u n t  was found t o  be about

5 228.1C /cm and f o r  f a c u l t a t i v e  a n a e r o b i c  s a p r o p h y te s  abou t

4 . 3 /  210 * /cm . By f l a m in g  t h e  d r e s s e d  c a r c a s s  s u r f a c e  w i th  a b u ta n e  

flame th e  c e l l  coun t  o f  a e r o b i c  o rgan ism s  was re d u c e d  t o  4 .10^ /cm  

and t h a t  o f  f a c u l t a t i v e  a n a e r o b i c  c e l l s  t o  10 /cm . Sa lm one l lae  

were found on 8 o c c a s i o n s  by th e  complex en r ich m en t  method and 

on one o c c a s io n  by d i r e c t  p l a t i n g  from th e  d i l u t e  s o l u t i o n .

I t  may be conc luded  t h a t  t h e  f l a m in g  by b u ta n e  o f  

d r e s s e d  c a r c a s s e s  t o  be e x p o r te d  and im p o r ted  seems j u s t i f i e d .
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