




Material and Methodics
As test material we used Pressed Pork innoculated 

with clean culture of resting cells of Str. faecalis in the 
exponential and stationary phase of development, obtained by 
a method described by us (6, 7) in quantity 10  ̂ in g/product, 
well mixed in the total mass of the product. The canned pro­
ducts in 300 g cans were pasteurized under a regime which 
guarantees 65,5°c for 30 minutes in the geometric center.
About 8 hours after pasteurization, from the tested products 
°ne part were left unirradiated and the rest were irradiated 
wi*h gamma rays with dozes of 0.05 and 0.2 Mrad at room tem­
perature with a gamma source ^°Co and strength of the dose of 
•8 Mrad/hour. Test and controls of each variant were kept 

at refrigerated (2 - 4#C) and room temperatures. From each 
variant were obtained samples for microbiological abd bioche- 
®ical investigations and organoleptic evaluation immediately 
after production, on the third, fourth, fifth and sixth month.

With the microbiological investigations we used MPB 
^ith 0,5% glucosis and 0,04% K2HP0 ,̂ nutritive media Chaina­

ry for the isolation of Str. faecalis. The strains of StT. 
ecaiis from the canned products were cultivated and pre­

pared for biochemical analyses after a method developed by 
(6» 7). we followed the changes of the peroxydase find ca- 

alase activity of the product. From suspensions of isolated 
eH s  str. faecalis in the exponential and stationary phase 

investigated the respiratory and peroxydase activity.
The catalase activity was established immediately in 

^homogenate from the product obtained after the modified me- 
°f Krainev (i)f and on the supernatant of homogenate the 

^j-tivity of peroxidase after the modified method of Popov (3). 
6 resPiratory activity of the Str. faecalis cells we estab- 
1Shed after the method of Warbourg (13). 

st  ̂ The results from the biochemical investigations are
(5) 1S^ Ca^ y  treated after the methods of variation analyses 
 ̂ difference of the mean values of the separate indexes

the controls and test products and the isolated strains we
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established to a degree of probability P = 0,05/= 95%). The 
organoleptic changes during the storage of the canned pro­
ducts were also followed.

Results and Discussion
With the microbiological investigations immediatly 

after the combined treatment we isolated Str. faecalis only 
from samples irradiated with 0,05 Mrad, independant from the 
phase of development of the introduced in the canned product 
strain. With storage under refrigeration (2 - 4°C) for 3, k, 
5, and 6 month, following irradiation with 0,05 and 0,2 Mrad 
of the canned products, we could not isolate Str. faecalis 
from the different variants. Str. faecalis we isloated only 
from unirradiated, innoculated in the stationary phase canned 
products after 4, 5, and 6 month of refrigeration storage. 
These results confirm our past investigations (6, 7) for the 
presence of a post-irradiation effect of mortality in storage 
of irradiated cells of Str. faecalis under refrigeration con­
ditions. The isolation of Str. faecalis from unirradiated pro­
ducts, innoculated with culture in stationary phase, ohly af­
ter 4, 5 months of storage under refrigeration conditions, 
demonstrate the thermostability of the strain and elongation 
of the lag phase after thermal treatment (lO).

After storage for 3 months at room temperature, we 
isolated Str. faecalis only from unirradiated products, inno­
culated with cells in the exponential phase and from irra­
diated, with 0,05 Mrad in the stationary phase. To the end of 
the sixth month we could not isolate Str. faecalis from pro­
ducts innoculated with cells in the exponential phase and 
irradiated with a dose of 0,2 Mrad.

The lack of Str. faecalis for six month from all va­
riants of irradiated canned products, kept under refrigera­
tion conditions and from the irradiated with 0,2 Mrad inno­
culated with cells in the exponential phase of development, 
kept at room temperature, we can explain by the increase in 
the bacteriostatic effect of the combined action - pasteuri­
sation, gamma irradiation and refrigeration conditions in the
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first case, and increased radio sensitivity of the young cells, 
in the second.

At the beginning of the test, the isolation of the in­
troduced in both phases of development strain, only with the 
dose of 0,05 Mrad (with untrradiated and irradiated with a higher 
dose canned products the strain was not isolated), demonstrates 
that this dose exibits a stimulatinng effect upon Str. faecalis, 
independent of the phases of development.

The isolation on the third month of Str. faecalis, from 
nnirradiated canned products innoculated with cells in the expo­
nential phase and from products, irradiated with a dose of 0,05 
Mrad in the stationary phase of development, speaks for a higher 
degree of thermostability of the cells in the exponential phase, 
and lower radiosensitivty in the stationary phase.

In establishing the total count of the survived micro- 
flora, we observed a predominance of spore forming cells at the 
loginning of the test. During the process of storage after inno- 
culation with Str. faecalis of the canned products, their quan­
tity in most of the cases diminished until total lack.

Highest respiratory and peroxidase activity of the iso­
lated strains was established after irradiation of Str. faecalis 
xth a dose of 0,05 Mrad. Str. faecalis, with this dose, isola- 

in stationary phase of development, has an augmanted respi­
ratory activity (two-three times higher than that of the initial 
^ontrol strain), which correlated with its peroxydase activity 

°»05)(fig. 2). The peroxydase and respiratory activities 
Ihe isolated strain decrease gradually and towards the sixth 

°nth reach the values of the initial strain. Therefore, the 
Pasteurization temperature combined with irradiation with gamma 
yS and a dose of 0,05 Mrad, increases manyfold the respirato- 
activity and correspondingly the activity of the peroxidase 

^  the preocesses of the biological oxydation. The influence of 
applied doses, on the peroxydase activity of the cells, isthe

test en from the results of the investigations after A and 5 
m°nths of 0+storage, when the values of peroxydase activity of the

adiated with 0,05 Mrad and unirradiated cells are almost the
e> while those of the irradiated with 0,2 Mrad are about twice

higher.
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Mean values of peroxydase activity (E in 1 g product) from 
controls and product irradiated with doses of 0,05 and 0,2 
Mrad in storage

mean values of peroxydase activity of 
irradiated product with a dose of 0,2 Mrad

mean values of peroxydase activity in 
controls and canned meat, irradiated 
with a dose of 0,05 Mrad
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Parallel with the investigations on the development 
and activity of the isolated strains of Str. faecalis, we in­
vestigated also the changes with certain enzymes, developped 
in the product during its storage.

The peroxydase activity of the product demonstrates a 
gradual decrease immediately after the action of the pasteuri­
zation temperature and the following irradiation with gamma 
rays, which is observed on the sixth month in the storage of 
the canned meat (mean, from 643,1 - 21,2 to 4,3 ~0,29)(fig.3)•

With a dose of 0,2 Mrad irradiation in canned products 
is observed a higher peroxydase activity, best expressed on the 
3rf month after the action, independent of temperature impact 
(P = 0,05). With investigations however, immediately after the 
action, the escalation in the peroxydase activity is only of 
the product with unirradiated and irradiated with 0,05 Mrad 
canned products do not demonstrate any differences.

Data for the catalase activity do not demonstrate any 
influence from the doses of 0,05 and 0,2 Mrad gamma rays on its 
activity in the product. The investigations in this direction 
are continuing to elucidate whether the gamma irradiation in­
fluences the factors regulating the activity of the enzyme.

In the controls (unirradiated canned products, in which 
no Str. faecalis is introduces), stored at room temperature, 
even during the first 3 month are established strongly expres­
sed signs of spoilage.

In the unirradiated canned products innoculated with 
Str. faecalis in the exponential and stationary phases of de­
velopment, with which in the direct innoculations on hard media 
we pbserved abundant groth of only Str. faecalis and could not 
isolate other microorganisms including spore forming ones, aftef 
6 months of storage at room temperature we could not establish 
signs of spoilage. This fact confirms the antagonistic action 
of Str. faecalis on the rest of the microflora and the signifi­
cance of the enterococci for the durability of the canned meat 
products (8).

The controls stored under refrigeration, after the thi*^ 
mont have a taste of uncured salted pork meat, which on the 6th
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month acquired an acid taste while the consistency is not changed 
which is characteristic for an uncured product.

Best organoleptic qualities (taste of a riped product and 
tender consistency - we established after 3 month of storage with 
unirradiated products, innoculated with Str. faecalis in the expo­
nential phase. With the irradiated with 0,2 Mrad and stored for 
e same period of time, canned products with introduced cells of 
r* *aecalis in the exponential phase is felt a slightly diffe- 
nt taste ofan irradiated product, without the characteristic 

nste of riped ham, while with the same, but with cells in the 
Th3^ 0^ 1̂  pllase» predominant is the taste of a riped product. 
th6 *rrad*ated» ^ut with a dose of 0,05 Mrad, products after

e month of storage, their organeleptic indices are nearer to 
0se of the unirradiated innoculated canned products.

After k to 5 month of storage, all test variants have a
tast<
the °f riped product, expressed to a different degree, while

consistency is best expressed with the unirradiated canned 
0(lucts with innoculate in the exponential anii stationary phases 

0n the 6th month, best expressed organoleptic qualities 
a riped product, have the unirradiated products innoculated

With Str* •#>r* faecalis in the exponential phase followed by those in xhe st«t-»lonary phase and the irradiated with a dose of 0,05 Mrad 
hoth phases of development.

The colour of all samples innoculated with Str. faecalis
g the whole time of storage is better than that of the *rols. con-

conciusions
1. The pasteurization temperature retards the develop- ‘«©nt of st *_+ Tr* faecalis in canned meat products, which fact is

stronpivPhas xPressed with cells introduced in the stationary
6 of development.

combined traetment of the canned products (ther-
reatment and gamma irradiation) with a dose of 0,2 Mrad is 

Hr°lori£at Art +u& c “he bacteriostatic action on Str. faecalis, while 
dose of 0,05 Mrad no bacteriostatic effect is observed.
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3. Str. faecalis exibits higher thermal stability in 
the exponential phase of development and higher radiostability 
in the stationary phase of development.

k. The refrigeration storage after combinded treatment 
leads to a prolongation of the bacteriostatic activity.

5. The quantity of sporeforming forms decreases to a 
total lack during the process of storage of innoculated with 
Str. faecalis canned meat products.

6. The combined action with a dose of gamma irradia­
tion of 0,05 Mrad increases manyfold the respiratory and per- 
oxydase activity of Str. faecalis.

7. The peroxidase activity of the canned product is 
lowered during the storage period, while after irradiation with 
a dose of 0,2 Mrad it increases independant from the tempera­
ture of storage.

8. Best organoleptic qualities are established for re­
frigerated storage of unirradiated innoculated with Str. faeca­
lis canned meat products, and worst - with the controls.

9. At room temperature the controls have well expressed 
signs of spoilage, while innoculated products are safe to the 
6th month in the cases when abundant growth if Str. faecalis is 
observed without the development of other microorganisms.

10. After irradiation with a dose of 0,05 Mrad, the or­
ganoleptic qualities of the product are close to those of the 
unirradiated innoculated canned products, while with a dose of 
0,2 Mrad is established a side—taste of an irradiated product.
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