
INTRODUCTION

In an earlier investigation concerning DFD incidence in Swedish cattle (Fabiansson et al., 1982), we found 
differences in the frequency of DFD me at both between abattoirs and also between various holding periods for the
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Table 1 shows that the ultimate pH and DFD incidence increased markedly when animals were kept overnight in 
large pens. When individually penned overnight, a minor increase in DFD meat was found. In Sweden, young bulls
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From Table 2 it is obvious that there was an effect of the duration of the holding period per se on the ultimate 
pH. However, we also found that when a holding period of the same duration started at different times during the 
day, the ultimate pH was affected (see Table 3). Young bulls were kept individually penned for one holding
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