


A further 8 carcasses were not stimulated before splitting and allocation of sides to hot or cold boning. 
Hot boning commenced 1 h after slaughter and, after packing, the joints were held at 10°C for 10 hr before 
transfer to a chiller at 1°C for storage until 7 days post-slaughter.
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Beef jo in ts taken from a carcass within i or 2 hours of slaughter are particuVarAy susceptihAe to coAA 
shortening, and therefore where chilling wa^s'designed to be rapid, carcasses were electrically stimulated to 
avoid toughening (1). In some cases, as an alternative to stimulation, toughness was avoided by a delay 
period before carcasses'were chilled.
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Meat Yield Neither electrical stimulation nor the different chilling treatments used in these trials had 
an appreciable effect on meat yield. This report will therefore concentrate on differences between hot and 
cold boning treatments.
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T a b l e  1 C o m p a r i s o n  o f  m e a t  y i e l d  f r o m  h o t  a n d  c o l d  b o n e d  b e e f  c a r c a s s e s . 
R e s u l t s  f r o m  tw o  f a c t o r y  t r i a l s ,  e a c h  u s i n g  16 c a r c a s s e s .
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ie: 2% added value from hot boning



This result in itself shows the commercial advantage of hot boning beef, but to it should be added the 
potential for increased yield at earlier stages of butchery and the fact that, if electrically stimulated, hot 
boned meat can be chilled in half the time required for sides. In addition, there are quality advantages to 
be derived from hot boning (9) and considerable potential savings in terms of refrigeration, building and 
production time. When all of these are taken into account, hot boning of beef must become commercially
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