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Microbiological tests of the samples were carried out as follows. Sausages from the two half-pound pre-packs 
in each brand were combined and a sample was aseptically removed from the centre of 3 - 4 sausages using a 
sterile scalpel. Sausages sold loose were similarly treated. A composite 10 g sample was placed in 
a sterile plastic bag,



There was a large variation between brands as shown by the total viable counts (TGYA) and the different 
selective media (Table 1). Although only one brand of beef and turkey sausages was examined, the 
results obtained for these did not suggest that they were different from the pork brands.
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TABLE 1: Mean numbers of bacteria (log /g) from plates of TGYA, STAA, MEA, MRS and CFC, sulphur 
dioxide (S0„) and pH values, from eighteen brands of sausages.
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In general B. thermosphacta was the predominant spoilage organism present, with the exception of brands 
B, D, F, G and Q. In the case of brand D the yeast and mould counts, (MEA) were marginally above those 
on STAA. On brands B and Q the lactic flora (MRS) was dominant, while the MEA and MRS counts were greatest 
and about equal on brands F and G. The presumptive Pseudomonas count always accounted for the smallest 
portion of the spoilage flora.



TABLE 2: Total numbers of organisms on plates of STAA, MEA, MRS and CFC, expressed as 
percentage of the total count on TGYA
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TABLE 3: Numbers of E. col'llg isolated from eighteen brands of sausages
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