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The effect of fatty acid composition on the suitability of pig backfat for the production of bacon 
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Table 1 Fatty acid composition, melting point and slip point of lipid from the inner fat layer of soft, 
medium and hard pork and satisfactory and unsatisfactory rindless rashers from vacuum packs.



linoleic acid against slip point, the overlap, in terms of fatty acid composition, was almost removed. All 
except one satisfactory sample had a ratio above 1.47 and all except one unsatisfactory sample had a ratio 
below this value. Why this ratio should provide better discrimination than the slip point, between
subjectively assessed samples, is not clear although it may be related to the differences in the temperatures 
at which the assessments and slip points are made.
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Fat thickness (P2),mm
Figure 2 Relationship between the backfat thickness and the 

proportion of linoleic acid in the backfat lipids.

4 8 5

•
 •



20i—

___I_____I_____I_____I_____I------- 1

20 25 30 35 AO A5
Slip point ( °C)

Figure 1: Relationship between the slip point and the proportion of 

stearic acid in lipids from the inner backfat of 
■ hard pork, □ soft pork, • satisfactory rindless 

rashers and o unsatisfactory rindless rashers.
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