
Forty Angus calves were bought at weaning ( 7 months-fall season) from a local Ranch. They taken to the Animal 

Science Department of the University where they were randonly distributed into two groups: twenty calves were
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immediately castrated and the other twenty were left intact. They were raised on cultivated pastures (Rye-grass) 

during the winter time and in native pasture during summer. They were slaughtered at two years of age in a nearby 

Packing Plant. After 24 hs. chill, several measurements were taken. The right side of the carcasses were ribbed ' 

between the 12 and 13th rib, the Longissimus muscle was traced, fat thickness was measured and marbling, color 1 

and texture of lean were subjectivelly evaluated. From the left side, carcass composition was estimated using the
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The effect of castration on the meat quality and palatability, is presented in table 3.
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The effect of castration on the meat quality and palatability, is presented in table 3.
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No significant differences were found for tenderness and juiciness what agrees with the data reported by 

Landon et ai. (1978). Bulls however, were rated by the taste panel as having a less desirable flavor, in 1
accordance with the results of Reagan et al. (1971).

Simple correlation coefficients between carcass weight and some variables are presented in table 4.



TABLE 4. SIMPLE CORRELATION COEFFICENTS BETWEEN HOT CARCASS WEIGHT AND SOME CARCASS 

PARAMETERS IN BOVINES 3



proportion of edible portion was bet t e r  e stimated by the two variables: carcass length and loin area with a 

coefficient of de terminât! on of 68%.

It can be concluded from the present work and taking into consideration the preferences of Brazilian 

consumers, that the main objection to bull meat acceptance by them, would be the lack of fatness.
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