


pGH-treated pigs would be softer 
than that of the fatter control 
pigs, but no s ign if icant  differences 
in fat hardness were found.

The trained taste panel found no 
s ign i f icant  differences due to the 
treatment for flavour, juiciness, 
tenderness or overall acceptability 
(Table 3). I t  i s  evident that none 
of the meat quality attributes 
measured, relevant for table, cured 
or processed meat, were affected by 
the treatment. The fact that the 
skin was thicker on treated animals 
could poss ib ly have some influence 
on processed products which contain 
skin (eg. some sausages).

CONCLUSIONS
Porcine growth hormones had a marked 
influence on the growth rate, feed 
conversion and lean/fat ratio of the 
carcass, but i t  had no effect on any 
of the objective, or subjective meat 
quality attributes measured.
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